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against compromising Ms incognito, that he should "be
prepared not only to repel the impertinent curiosity of
strangers, but to evade the proffered congratulations of
overflowing kindness. He contrived, however, to do so,
on this and all similar occasions, in a style of equivoque
which could never be seriously misunderstood:1 —
TO JOHN" MUBBAT, ESQ.,  AiBEMARLE STREET,  LONDOH.
EorNBTiRGH, 18th December, 1816.
my dear sir, — I give you heartily joy of the success
of the Tales, although I do not claim that paternal inter-
est in them which my friends do me the credit to assign
me. I assure you I have never read a volume of them
until they were printed, and can only join with the rest
of the world in applauding the true and striking portraits
which they present of old Scottish manners. I do not
expect implicit reliance to be placed on my disavowal,
because I know very well that he who is disposed not to
own a work must necessarily deny it, and that otherwise
1 [Even such keen observers as Murray and Blaekwood had their inter-
vals of doubt regarding the authorship of the Novels. In June, 1816,
Blackwood writes: " There have been various rumors with regard to
Greenfield being the author, but I never paid much attention to it; the
thing appeared to me so very improbable. ... But from what I have
heard lately, and from what you state, I now begin to think that Green-
field may probably be the author." And only a month after the date of
his letter to Scott, here given, Murray writes to Blackwood : —
" I can assure you, but in the greatest confidence, that I have discovered
the author of all these Novels to be Thomas Scott, Walter Scott's brother.
He is now in Canada. I have no doubt but that Mr. Walter Scott did a
great deal to the first Waverley Novel, because of his anxiety to save his
brother, and his doubt about the success of the work. This accounts for
the many stories about it. Many persons had previously heard from Mr.
Scott, but you may rely upon the certainty of what I have told you."
By this time Blackwood is firm in the faith of Scott's authorship; but
Bernard Barton writes to Murray that he has heard that James Hogg is
the author of Tales of my Landlord, and that he has had intimation from
himself to that effect; while Lady Mackintosh is informed on excellent
authority that the writer is Mrs. Thomas Scott. Writing to Blackwood in
February, 1817, Murray avers, — "I will believe, till within an inch of
my life, that the author of Tales of my Landlord is Thomas Scott." — See
Smiles's Memoir of John Murray, vol. i. pp. 461,473, 474.]

